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1. Introduction

In November 2003, the United Nations General Assembly, in Resolution A/RES/58/14, established an
Assistance Fund under Part VII of the Agreement for the Implementation of the Provisions of the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to the Conservation
and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks (1995 UN Fish Stocks
Agreement), to assist developing States Parties in the implementation of the Agreement. It also
decided that the Fund would be administered by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAQ). On 19 April 2005, the Fund was established.2 It is managed in accordance with the
Fund’s Terms of Reference and FAQ’s Financial Regulations as well as other applicable Rules.

2. Contributions to the Assistance Fund



3. Requests for Assistance from the Fund

Information about the existence and purpose of the Assistance Fund has been disseminated widely
by the United Nations and FAO, including through electronic means, international meetings and
contacts with relevant regional fisheries bodies. In 2012, 34 applications for travel were received. Of
this total, 30 were processed and funded (the travel of five applicants was cancelled subsequently
due to the cancellation of the meeting or because of their inability to travel). Two applications were
not funded because the one-month advance notice rule was not respected. Another two applications
were not approved, one of which was submitted by a State which is not Party to the Fish Stocks
Agreement. The total number of travel requests in 2012 (34 requests) was 26 percent higher than in
2011 (27 requests).

Table 2 provides details of expenditure from the Assistance Fund as at 31 December 2012
Expenditure is categorized according to the purposes for which assistance is permitted and
administrative expenses, as reflected, respectively, in paragraphs 14 and 21 of the Fund’s Terms of
Reference.

In 2012 total expenditure from the Fund was USD 193,031 of which:

A 75 percent supported participation in technical and annual sessions of regional and
subregional fisheries management organizations and arrangements (Commission for the
Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources, Indian Ocean Tuna Commission
(10TC), International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tuna, Pacific Islands
Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA), South-East Atlantic Fisheries Organization and the
Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC)) (paragraph 14 (a) of the
Terms of Reference);

A 21 percent supported participation in meetings of global organizations (FAO Committee
on Fisheries) (paragraph 14 (b) of the Terms of Reference);

A 3 percent supported participation in meetings in connection with building capacity in
relation to flag State responsibility, MCS, data collection and scientific research at a
national and/or regional level (paragraph 14 (d) of the Terms of Reference);

A 1 percent was devoted to administration, including mandatory FAO insurance expenses,
staff overtime for processing requests and the preparation of FAO Letters of Agreement
and a 6 percent project servicing cost for certain projects.

4. Panel of Experts

The Panel of Experts was not convened in 2012,

5. Assistance Fund Travel Allocations by State Party

Table 3 provides an allocation of travel expenditure by State Party and by category of expenditure
under paragraph 14 of the terms of reference for the period 2006 to 2012. The number of Parties
securing funding increased considerably in 2012 to 16 Parties (9 Parties in 2011). As a result, the

funding in 2012 for travel was more than double the funding in 2011, amounting to USD 190,664.

6. Assistance Fund Balance
As at 31 December 2012 the balanc



7. Conclusion

Over the duration of the Fund’s operation from 2006 to 2012, 65 percent of expenditure was devoted
to supporting Parties to the Agreement participate in RFMO and global meetings, 8 percent went to
support Parties’ participation in negotiations for new RFMOs, 24 percent was directed to capacity
development and 3 percent was for administrative and associated costs (Table 2).

The Assistance Fund was established, and is being managed, in accordance with its Terms of
Reference and FAQ’s Financial Regulations and other applicable Rules. The United Nations and FAO



Table 1: 1995 UN Fish Stocks Agreement Part VII Trust Fund: Income Account (USD) as at 31 December 2012

No. Donor 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 | 2009 2010 2011 2012 Total Remarks
0 0 Received in June 2004
1 USA 200,000 0 0 15,000 0 0 0 215,000 | and September 2007,
respectively
2 Iceland 0 50,000 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 50,000 Received in April 2005
0 0 Received in May 2005
3 Norway 0 98,179 0 0 0 0 96,798 194,977 | and August 2010,
respectively
0 0 Received in March 2006
4 Canada 0 0 64,230 | 389,948 0 0 0 454,178 | and May 2007,
respectively
5 Lebanon 0 0 0 0 0 2,000 0 0 0 2,000 Received in July 2009
6 New 0 0 | 19500 | o0 0 0 19500 | Received in July 2009
Zealand
7 Australia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 531,800 0 531,800 | ReceivedinJuly 2011
T.O tal_ 200,000 | 148,179 | 64,230 | 404,948 0 21,500 | 96,798 | 531,800 0 1,467,455
contributions
Interest 0 6,249 14725 | 21567 | 4,102 | 1,485 262 189 457 49,036
200,000 | 154,428 | 78,955 | 426,515 | 4,102 | 22,985 | 97,060 | 531,989 457 1,516,491

Total funds




Table 2: 1995 UN Fish Stocks Agreement Part VII Trust Fund: Expenditure Account (USD) as at 31 December 20124

TOR Expenditure category 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 explr?(t'jailiure
paragraph® (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
14a Expenses for participation in meetings and 20,421 30,657 51,596 78,370 131,297 51,939 145,408 509,688
activities of relevant RFEMO/As (31) (52) (35 (18) (63) (85) (75) 43)
Expenses for participation in high seas meetings
of global organizations such as UNDP, FAO, and
14b other specialized agencies, GEF, CSD and other 4?6259 3‘(87?2 5?471())2 7?1‘;2;8 3?175‘;0 5‘&50 4(()2(1?0 25(227)3 1
appropriate international and regional
organizations and bodies
Ongoing and future negotiations to
14¢ establishment of new RFMO/As, renegotiation 0 23,347 22,980 43,197 0 0 0 89,524
of founding agreements for such organizations (0) (40) (16) (10) (0) (8)

14d

and strengthening existing RFMO/As







2009 Cook Islands 5,288
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